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Time is a major enemy in RRD cases. The dynamic becomes increasingly entrenched the
longer it remains unaddressed and the longer the period of no contact between the rejected
parent and the child. The excruciatingly slow pace at which the court system moves also
delays efforts to resolve the problem and may be exacerbated by a prolonged evaluation,
and as well as litigation over intervention. In fact, delay has often been employed as a legal
tactic in such cases, especially in cases of older adolescents, as the court is less inclined to
intervene as the adolescent gets older, and once the adolescent turns eighteen the court no
longer has jurisdiction.
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